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REPORT 


TO  THE  KIRKBY  LONSDALE  URBAN 
DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report 
for  the  year  1913,  together  with  the  usual  tables  giving  the 
birth  and  mortality  rates. 

From  these  latter  it  will  be  seen  that  both  the  birth  and 
death  rates  of  the  district  are  below  the  average. 

The  infantile  mortality  rate  for  the  year  was  nil : this  being 
in  pleasing  contrast  to  that  of  several  previous  years  when  it 
was  abnormally  high. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE 
DISTRICT. 

Water  Supply.  This  is  abundant  and  of  excellent 
quality. 


4 

Drainage  and  Sewerage.  This  continues  to  be  in 
satisfactory  working  order.  There  have  been  no  new  public 
drains  laid  down  during  the  year. 

Closet  Accommodation.  Three  privies  have  during 
the  year  been  converted  into  water  closets  and  it  is  hoped  that 
all  privies  in  the  town  itself  may  be  so  dealt  with  ultimately. 
Those  belonging  to  the  houses  in  the  outlying  districts  do  not 
present  the  same  objection,  though  wheje  a water  carriage 
system  is  available  it  is  certainly  better  that  it  should  be  made 
use  of. 

Scavenging.  A further  extension  of  the  use  of  ash- 
bins  has  been  made.  It  is  hoped  that  the  use  of  these  ash-bins 
will  become  universal  throughout  the  town— at  present  there 
are  33  in  use. 

It  would  be  an  improvement  if  the  carts  by  which  the 
refuse  is  conveyed  from  the  houses  were  covered,  as  in  dry  and 
windy  weather  open  carts  are  objectionable. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  District.  During  the  year 

the  whole  of  the  town  was  inspected  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector 
at  least  once,  many  parts  more  frequently.  Fifteen  informal 
notices  were  served  and  as  all  these  were  attended  to  it  was  not 
found  necessary  to  serve  any  statutory  notices. 

FOOD. 

Milk  Supply.  The  milk  supply  of  the  district  is  brought 
in  from  neighbouring  farms  and  is  of  fair  quality.  The  byres 
are  periodically  inspected  and  the  carrying  out  of  the  bye-laws 
is  insisted  on. 

Meat.  The  slaughter  houses  are  inspected.  The  quality 
of  the  meat  sold  in  the  district  is  excellent. 


HOUSING. 


In  the  Report  for  the  year  1911  occurs  the  following 
sentence : “ Many  of  the  houses  of  the  poor  are  ill  adapted, 

owing  to  lack  of  accommodation,  for  being  the  homes  of  young 
families.  The  provision  of  some  well  equipped  cottages,  pre- 
ferably with  gardens  attached,  is  urgently  needed.” 

This  was  repeated  in  the  Report  for  the  year  1912.  Since 
then  there  have  been  erected  or  are  being  erected  two  sets  of 
four  cottage  houses  surrounded  by  small  gardens. 

These  undoubtedly  help  to  meet  the  want.  Unfortunately  it 
follows  from  economic  reasons  that  the  working  man  with  a 
large  family  is  least  able  to  afford  the  rent  of  a larger  and  more 
convenient  house,  so  that  there  is  still  a tendency  for  some  of 
the  larger  families  to  drift  into  the  less  suitable  quarters. 

The  importance  of  direct  sunlight  and  abundant  fresh  air 
for  growing  children  cannot  be  over-estimated.  • 

During  the  year  1913  the  detailed  examination  of  all  the 
cottage  property  in  the  town  under  a rental  of  £16  per  annum, 
was  completed  by  the  Medical  Officer  and  Sanitary  Inspector, 
and  as  a result  of  the  examination  of  47  houses,  the  following 


cases  were  reported  to  the  Council. 

Objectionable  Privies  ...  ...  ...  8 

Objectionable  Ashpits ...  ...  ...  8 

Structural  alterations  required  ...  5 

Overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  ...  o 

Dampness  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Want  of  cleanliness  ...  ...  ...  1 

Sanitary  Defects  ...  ...  ...  3 

Defective  ventilation  ...  ...  ...  2 

Condemned  as  unfit  for  young  families  1 


As  in  the  previous  year,  notices  were  sent  to  the  owners,  and 
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in  the  majority  of  cases  the  wishes  of  the  Council  are  being 
complied  with. 

SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION  OF  THE 
DISTRICT. 

The  Hospital  accommodation  available  for  infectious 
diseases  remains  the  same  as  for  1912. 

Hop  House  is  still  retained  for  the  isolation  of  sporadic 
cases,  whilst  there  is,  in  the  event  of  an  epidemic,  an  arrange- 
ment with  the  South  Westmorland  Rural  District  Council  to 
isolate  cases  which  cannot  be  dealt  with  locally. 

The  Council  have  undertaken  to  defray  the  cost  of  any 
chemical  or  bacteriological  examination  that  may  be  necessary. 

With  the  exception  of  four  cases  of  Tubercujosis  and  one 
of  puerperal  fever,  the  district  has  been  free  from  any  cases  of 
notifiable  infectious  disease. 

PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER 
TUBERCULOSIS. 

Four  cases  of  tubercular  disease  of  the  lung  were  notified 
during  the  year. 

Of  these  cases  2 died,  1 left  the  district,  and  1 remains  in 
Meathop  Sanatorium. 

Of  the  two  fatal  cases  one  was  sent  to  Meathop  for  a short 
time. 

When  any  case  has  been  confined  to  one  room  prior  to  re- 
moval, that  room  is  disinfected  under  the  supervision  of  the 
Sanitary  Inspector. 

I have  to  thank  the  Sanitary  Inspector  lor  his  ever-ready 
and  much  valued  help  during  the  year. 

T.  G.  MATHEWS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Vital  Statistics  of  whole  District  during  1913  and  Previous  Years. 
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Area  of  District  in  acres  j Total  population  at  all  ages,  1524 ) At  Census 

(land  and  inland  j 3253  acres.  Number  of  inhabited  houses,  345  > of  1911. 

water.)  Average  number  of  persons  per  house,  4 4 ) (cf.  Census,  Vol.5.) 


TABLE  II. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  Year  1913. 


Notifiable  Disease. 

NUMBER  OE  CASES  NOTIFIED. 

Total  Cases 
Removed 
to 

Hospital. 

At  all  Ages. 

At  Ages — Years. 

Under 

1 

j 1 to  5 

IO 

O 

IO 

<N 

O 

25  to  45 

45  to  65 

65  and 

up-  | 
wards 

Small-pox 

Cholera(c)  Plague  (p) 

Diphtheria  (includ- 
ing Membranous 
croup) 

Erysipelas 

Scarlet  Fever 

Typhus  Fever  .... 

Enteric  Fever  .... 

Relapsing  Fever  . . 

Continued  Fever  . . 

Puerperal  Fever  . . 

Cerebro- spinal 
Meningitis  .... 

Poliomyelitis 

Pulmonary  Tuber- 
culosis   

1 

4 

1 

3 

1 

Totals 

5 

1 

3 

0 

1 

Isolation  Hospital: — Hop  House,  Kirkby  Lonsdale. 
Sanatoria : — Meathop. 
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TABLE  III. 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at  Death  during  the  Year  1913- 


Causes  of  Death. 

1 

Nett  Deaths  at  the  subjoined  ages  of  1 Residents’ 
whether  occurring  within  or  without  the 
District  (a.) 

rotal  Deaths 
whether  of 

1 Residents’  or 
‘ Non-Resi- 
dents ’ in  In- 
stitutions in 
the  District. 

11 

$ 

% 

% 

2 

1 

2 

2 ! 
2 

1 

l 

4 

V 

Under  1 

year 

1 & un- 

* der  2 

c*  2 & un- 

der 5 

oj  5 & un- 

der 15 

^ 15  & un- 

der 25 

iO  ^ 

c* 

8 

0 45  & un- 

der 65 

ft  CO 

3? 

& cS 
m £ 

«o 

10 

All  1 Certified  (c) . . 
Causes  j Uncertified  . . 

Enteric  Fever  . . 

Small  Pox 

Measles 

Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping  Cough 
Diphtheria  and  Croup . . 
Influenza 

Erysipelas 

Phthisis  (Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis) 
Tuberculosis  Meningitis 
Other  Tuberculous  Disease 
Cancer,  malignant  disease 
Rheumatic  Fever 
Meningitis 

Organic  Heart  Disease 
Bronchitis 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  . . 
Other  diseases  of  Respi- 
ratory organs 
Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis 
Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis 
Cirrhosis  of  Liver 
Alcoholism 

Nephritis  and  Bright’s 
disease 

Puerperal  Fever 

Other  accidents  & diseases 
of  Pregnancy  & Parturition 
Congenital  Debility  & Mal- 
formation, including 
Premature  Birth  . . 
Violent  Deaths,  excluding 
Suicide 

Suicide 

Old  Age 

Other  Defined  Diseases 
Diseases  ill-defined  oi 
unknown 

! 

1 

1 

I 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

1 

2 

2 

*2 

3 

U 

3 

t 

1 1 

3 

4 

7 

11 

10 

TABLE  IV. 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 

1913.  Nett  Deaths  from  stated  causes  at  various  Ages  under  1 year  of  Age. 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH. 

Under  1 week;  1 

1 — 2 weeks  1 

2 — o weeks  1 

3 — 4 weeks  I 

j Total  under  4 weeks 

% 1 

c 

0 

G 

CO 

1 

■Jj 

c 

S 

TO 

1 

co 

| 6—9  months  1 

9—12  months  1 

Total 

Deaths 

under 

1 year. 

All  ( Certified 

Causes  ( Uncertified  

f Small -pox 

} Chicken-pox  

! Measles 

) Scarlet  Fever  

j Whooping-cough  

^Diphtheria  and  Croup 

Erysipelas 

( Tuberculous  Meningitis  . . 

) Abdominal  Tuberculosis  . . 

( Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 
Meningitis  ( not  Tuberculous ) 

Convulsions 

Laryngitis 

Bronchitis 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

( Diarrhoea  

\ Enteritis  

Gastritis  

Syphilis  

Pickets 

Suffocation,  overlying 

Injury  at  Birth 

Atelectasis 

( Congenital  Malformations 

] Premature  Birth 

( Atrophy,  Debility  & Marasm 
Other  Causes  .... 

Nett  Births 
in  the 
year 


legitimate,  22. 
illegimate,  1. 


Nett  Deaths  j legitimate  infants,  0. 
in  the  < 

year  of  ( illegitimate  infants,  0. 


